CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC
 
Candidate Questionnaire for Mayor of Fresno 
June 3, 2008 Election
 
Name:       Ashley Swearengin                            Office:  Mayor-City of Fresno
 
Name of Campaign Committee: Friends of Ashley Swearengin
 
Address: 5730 N. First Street, Ste. 105-307   City:  Fresno             Zip:  93710
 
E-mail: Ashley@ashley4mayor.com                        Web Site www.ashley4mayor.com 
 
Phone:   892-1824 
Fax:  765-0604   Campaign Manager:  Matt Rexroad
 
Date:   April 15, 2008
 
1. Please list the name and amount of your campaign’s three largest financial contributors.
Chris Johnson 
$3,600

Lee Ayres

$3,600

Ken Newby

$3,600
 

2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?
I am committed to delivering high quality, effective services to Fresno residents and believe we are going to need to be flexible and creative in the coming years given our declining revenues.  Privatizing public services may make sense in some situations.  However, I do not believe cost is the only driver for making such a decision.  The overall benefits and disadvantages to the citizens of Fresno have to be considered.
3. Do you think video-camera surveillance is a cost-effective way to reduce crime?
Video camera surveillance can be an effective tool for reducing crime and should be used as a part of a comprehensive approach to improving public safety in a cost-effective manner.  However, at all times we must be cautious about protecting the privacy and rights of our citizens.  I believe a balance has to be struck.
4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?
Yes.
 
5. Do you believe urban growth contributes to our region's poor air quality?  If so, what would you do about it?
Cleaning up the Valley’s air is an urgent and complex matter.  Readers can review my complete plan for addressing our air quality challenges at www.ashley4mayor.com (click on Policy Papers).  Urban growth and land use policies have a major impact on our air.  We must update and strictly adhere to the general plan.  We must work with other, smaller cities in Fresno County and in a four-county area to ensure their general plans call for increased densities and prevent “run-on cities” in the Central San Joaquin Valley.  We must improve the effectiveness of today’s public transit system, as well as put things in motion now that will provide for light rail and high speed rail. 

6. Do you support building a nuclear power plant in Fresno ?
I am not supportive of the construction of a nuclear power plant in Fresno.  However, I am very concerned about the long-term, cost-effective sources of clean energy for the San Joaquin Valley, our state, and nation.  I am open to learning more about whether the moratorium, safety and site locations could be resolved.
7. Do you support the hiring of an Independent Police Auditor?
I am supportive of independent oversight of our police department.

 
8. What changes, if any, would you bring to the current Office of the Mayor?
I would eliminate the position of deputy mayor.  I would appoint a “downtown czar” to ensure leadership and coordination of the efforts to revitalize downtown.  I would ensure consistent communication between the Office of the Mayor and the City Council.
9) Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?
Yes.

 
10) We all want to end homelessness. Rate from 1- 10 (with 10 being the most important) the following ideas for ending homelessness:
Implement the Housing First program in Fresno - 10
Build more tool sheds - 2
Support the Rescue Mission - 7
Support the Poverello House - 7
Put facilities like portable toilets and trash bins in homeless encampments - 3
Bulldoze the homeless encampments - 1
Provide more public services for the homeless (mental health, food stamps, etc) – 9 (We need to improve coordination of our existing service providers to increase services)
Encourage more affordable homes to be built in Fresno - 8
Reduce the unemployment rate – 8 (increase job training)
Pass a living wage ordinance - 3
