CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Mayor of Fresno 

June 3, 2008 Election

Name
_Henry T. Perea    Office Mayor-City of Fresno
Name of Campaign Committee Perea for Mayor
Address 1296 N. Wishon City Fresno Zip 93728
E-mail henryt@perea2008.com Web Site www.perea2008.com
Phone _______________ Fax _____________Campaign Manager Luis Mendoza
Candidate’s Signature ____________________________________ Date _________________

1. Please list the name and amount of your campaign’s three largest financial contributors.

A. International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers  $5,000
B. Fresno Chamber of Commerce  $5,000
C. Fresno City Employees Association  $4,200
2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

I do not support the privatization of existing city services. I believe the city provides a good balance between services provided by public employees and by using the private sector when it makes sense. 

3. Do you think video-camera surveillance is a cost-effective way to reduce crime?

I have supported the use of video-camera surveillance in the past. In fact, due to the city’s use of surveillance, the Police Department has apprehended many people for graffiti and other crimes. The critical piece is to ensure there is complete transparency so no abuse of this power takes place. 

4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Yes. I would implement this plan to the fullest extent to expedite our efforts to create more affordable housing.

5. Do you believe urban growth contributes to our region's poor air quality?  If so, what    would you do about it?

Yes. I strongly believe we must spend more time on in-fill and downtown development. I also think we need to create higher density, mixed-use housing with transit centers. I strongly support Transit Oriented Development and will continue to plan for smart growth like the South East Growth Area.  

6. Do you support building a nuclear power plant in Fresno?

No. As Fresno is poised to see a tremendous amount of growth, we must take a serious look at how we will meet the energy demands. I strongly support the use of renewable energy and will aggressively pursue policies to reflect that. I believe we can create a new economy based on renewable energy and create “green” collar jobs.   

7. Do you support the hiring of an Independent Police Auditor?

No, but I do support the re-establishment of the Human Relations Commission.

8. What changes, if any, would you bring to the current Office of the Mayor?

I would put a greater emphasis on issues like renewable energy, prevention and intervention strategies to address public safety, and focus on job training. I believe the next Mayor must have a big vision on issues like air quality, downtown, affordable housing and address poverty. At the same time, we must take care of the nuts and bolts of governing like roads, traffic, open space and strong management of the city. 
9) Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Yes. As a member of the city council, I found the HRC to a tremendous asset to the people of Fresno. I relied on the HRC many times to resolve neighborhood disputes and ensure the public had access to a third party to resolve issues. 

10) We all want to end homelessness. Rate from 1- 10 (with 10 being the most important) the following ideas for ending homelessness:

_10__Implement the Housing First program in Fresno
_2__Build more tool sheds
_5__Support the Rescue Mission
_6__Support the Poverello House
_4__Put facilities like portable toilets and trash bins in homeless encampments
_1__Bulldoze the homeless encampments
_8__Provide more public services for the homeless (mental health, food stamps, etc)
_7__Encourage more affordable homes to be built in Fresno
_9__Reduce the unemployment rate
_3__Pass a living wage ordinance*
* For a living wage ordinance to be viable, it must have bipartisan support that includes support from business and labor.
Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers to Howard K. Watkins, CVPPAC Chair, at watkins3@comcast.net no later than 11:00 PM on Tuesday, March 25, 2008.
