Doug Vagim, Answers to CVPPAC Candidate Questionnaire


CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Fresno City Council

June 8, 2010 Election

Name: Doug Vagim   Office: Fresno City Council, District 3   Date: April 2, 2010
Name of Campaign Committee: Vagim for Council 2010
Address _P.O. Box 4042, Fresno CA Zip 93744

E-mail: dvagim@vagim2010.com Web Site: www.vagim2010.com
Phone: 559.485-1719            Fax: 559.485-1719            Campaign Manager Team Vagim2010
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Richard Egan; Midge & Chuck Barrett; Jeanette Jouravich

2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

Answer: Mandated services cannot be privatized, period. There is no room for a half way effort at public safety including police and fire protection.  If non-mandated services can be privatized at a savings to the “local economy” it should be investigated. 

3. The Fresno Police Department is installing video surveillance cameras in Fresno.  There are plans to vastly expand the project, merge the cameras of local businesses into the system, and actively monitor the cameras from a central location.  Describe any civil liberties concerns you have about this development.
Answer: It might save the cost of crime within the camera’s view but it will also move the crime to other areas out of the camera’s view.

4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Answer: With the City of Fresno facing so much debt the financing won’t be available from its coffers. Getting the city fiscally healthy will be the horse before the cart.

5. Fresno has a long history of urban sprawl.  Is there a limit to how far Fresno should expand its boundaries?  What steps should Fresno take to reduce our dependency on automobile use?

Answer: All growth has a cost, but there is a higher cost to no-growth. Higher housing prices and less competition in the market place could require more miles traveled by internal combustion engines. Smart, livable, urban planning that preserves farmland and places neighborhoods on a walk-able scale will benefit air quality. My time on the California Air Resources Board taught me there is a menu of solutions to improve air quality in the Central Valley. The question is what will work for us a region. The answer won’t be the same as it will for the Bay Area or Southern California. 

6. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?

Answer: I support nuclear power to supply our country’s energy demands.   A nuclear plant needs to be located in an area with sufficient resources to accommodate its needs; such as water and physical space. 

7. Police accountability is a concern of the progressive community.  We believe it is in the interest of the FPD and the community that there is trust and transparency in all police operations.  Why do you believe the Office of Independent Review will or will not work?

Answer: I can’t support an independent police auditor. That position is just another way for the elected officials of the city to dodge responsibility. The mayor is responsible for the performance of the police chief through the city manger and together they are responsible for the PD. 

8. What are the three most important issues in your Council District?

Answer: Infrastructure needs.  Open the Monterey overpass.  Continue support for housing and small business.  Pursue the expansion of the UC medical connection at the Community Regional Medical Center.  

9. Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Answer: The HRC did serve an important purpose in our city. Many divergent ideas were brought forth. The problem was – not enough divergence was allowed. An HRC must truly be open.
10. What do propose the City should do regarding our homeless population?

Answer: Supporting the Rescue Mission is the most important factor in dealing with the homeless. There is no reason in today’s society for someone to get help – housing, food stamps and other programs. What complicates the matter is those with mental health problems, especially with those ID as dual diagnosis, i.e. substance abuse and mental illness.  Until someone is jailed government programs treat either substance abuse or mental illness. Charitable organizations such as the Rescue Mission are the more flexible alternative to helping elevate homelessness. 
11. Do you support or oppose the City’s Median Island Safety Ordinance and why?

Answer: Yes.  What was once a statement of an individual’s hard-luck story has turned into a panhandling business.  

12. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

Answer: Support marriage between a Man and a Woman. 

13.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Answer:  I cannot support any bond measure that is filled with so much pork and regulations as is this $11 Billion Water bond.

14.  Do you support or oppose the City of Fresno’s current policy to ban medical marijuana dispensaries?  Why

Answer: State law prescribes that medical marijuana dispensaries shall be placed in a area where other medical supplies are dispensed.   I will support State Law.

15.  Do you support or oppose limits on financial contributions for City Council and Mayoral campaigns and why?  

Answer: I support the city’s policy of defaulting to State law limits.

16.  What concerns, if any, do have about the displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods by gentrification?

Answer: Very!  We must balance any revitalization efforts with a concern of how it will affect affordable housing.

17.  Do you support or oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter and thereby not expand the number of City Council Districts in the near future?

Answer: The Charter, which had a major amendment in 1992 that included §1504 adding two additional Council Members when the City’s population reaches 540,000.  The voters said yes two different times and I will support what the voters want.

18.  Do you think the federal military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has an adverse impact on the City’s ability to meet its financial needs?  If yes, what, if anything, should the City do about it?

Answer: No.

19.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Answer: A benefit.

20.  If future City budget cuts are needed, what specific cuts would you propose and why?

Answer: Depending on the severity of the needed cuts.  The Public’s safety must remain our top priority.

21.  What, if anything, can the City do to increase jobs in our community?

Answer: Government must become more of a cooperative partner in assisting small business to grow and expand.

22. What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?

 Answer:  Consolidation of record management, dispatch, helicopter, dog and horse divisions would be a good start.

23.  What are your concerns, if any, about the sectarian prayers used at the beginning of each City Council session?  Is this an issue of concern about the separation of church and state?

Answer:  No it’s an expression that human kind recognizes that there’s as power greater than ourselves.

24. Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

Answer:  My experience, knowledge and background from my involvement in elective office and as a community leader over many years,

25. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?

Answer:  To promote individual self worth, personal freedom and private property rights.  

Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the third week of April.
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