CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for 
FRESNO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
June 8, 2010 Election

Name
___Cynthia A. Sterling_______   District County Supervisor 1__   Date April 1, 2010
Name of Campaign Committee _Policy Solutions
Address _1044 N. Van Ness_____ City Fresno___ Zip _93728_________

E-mail _cas@vote4sterling.com__ Web Site _www.vote4sterling.com_________________________
Phone _559-486-0535____ Cell 559-430-6060______Campaign Manager __Policy Solutions___
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: SEIU- Pending, Central Labor Council –Pending, MV Transportation & Westside Auto 
Dismantling, financial information can be viewed on Fresno County Clerks Website.

2. Given the County’s current budget constraints how can the County meet the mental health needs of its residents?
Answer: With the passage of universal health care I believe we are in a good position to reinstating/building a system that will be beneficial to all in Fresno County with such great needs and pockets of concentrated poverty in the area.
3. Do you support additional environmental protections to the County's current dairy ordinance?
Answer: It is a known fact that Fresno County has some of the worst air pollution in the nation which means that Health concerns are a high priority.  Therefore, the Fresno County Dairy Ordinance should always be a subject/topic for review.
4. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?
Answer: There are many tables of discussions regarding Nuclear power plants locating in this valley, however, during a recession the conversation is more pronounced.  I would not support a location especially on the Westside of the County were the poorest population lives and the water issues are the worst.  I would entertain a conversation on the topic and listen to all suggestions, but it is not a priority of mine at this time.
5. Would you advocate for the establishment of an Instant Run-off Voting system?
Answer: I have heard of the concept, however, I would need to vet the issue more before I would take a position on a Instant Run-off Voting system.
6. What role should the County play in ending homelessness in the County?
Answer: The County should look at the problem in a universal way; this would mean establishing a better relationship/presence in Washington, D.C. on the issue.  Work closer with the City of Fresno’s Homeless Czar, who I trained on the matter.  This is also a reason I am the best candidate for Supervisor, the Homeless have been a priority of mine for many years.
7. Given the high level of teenage pregnancy, should the County help provide funding for birth control clinics?
Answer: I feel with the passage of health care for all, as time goes and the process develops education and prevention opportunities will now become the norm.  However, the County should provide the educational opportunities which would mean more visibility on a state/national level that possibly would lead to grant/funding options so that birth control opportunities would become a part of the local curriculum.
8. How should Fresno County balance housing growth and agriculture production?

Answer: This area is the bread basket of the nation; we should continue to work with the Housing Authority, Developers, Farmers, Ranchers, Government/all entities that have an interest to maintain good balanced growth in Fresno County.  We should be looking at the Williamson Act, all Ordinances, and Clean Energy, Alternative land /environmental issues, etc., to enhance good balanced growth that is driven by our Agricultural engine. 
9. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

Answer: I support the law, with that said equal rights for all.  However, this is a state matter and I have not had to address that issue other than to give my personal opinion which I stated above.
10.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Answer: This is a bond measure that will be on the November 2010, ballot.  I believe we have to start someplace to look at better conservation of water.  The Tulare Lake Basin is another option but I am not sure were it is in the vetting process.  I do oppose not doing something and taking no position will not be an option,  however I do need to continue to do research on both topics and will have a better position on both before Nov. 2010.
11.  What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?

Answer: As a former member of the Public Safety J.P.A., I was on the Prisoner Processing team and realize that with the tough financial situation the entire County is in, including Fresno, now is the time to look at ways to work together and Prisoner processing/Property storage, are two options that should be looked at. Other areas of consolidation should be addressed, but it means getting the County/City to the table and laying it all out for review, working together has not been one of their/our best qualities.

12.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Answer: The unions have always been a benefit to the work force.
13.  Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

Answer: I believe that I bring a resume of successes and positions on issues that have benefited the community while serving on the Fresno City Council this past 71/2, years, that my opponent/s, have not.  Some of my accomplishments and Projects are attached for your review.  I also was responsible for initiating the committee/document that is now The 10 Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness in Fresno County, 2009.  If you need a copy I can make it available.
14. How would your election/re-election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?
Answer: As I have been in the past, my door will always be open, I will always be accessible to your concerns, I will be transparent, and I will always work to serve the people who have elected me to the best of my ability.
Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the fourth week of April.
