CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Fresno City Council

June 8, 2010 Election

Name
Clint Olivier Office Fresno City Council 7 Date April 3, 2010
Name of Campaign Committee Clint Olivier for Fresno City Council 2010
Address 815 E. Cortland Ave. City Fresno Zip 93704
E-mail newsclint@gmail.com Web Site www.voteclint.com
Phone 559-313-6065 Fax: none Campaign Manager Humberto Avila
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Mr. Richard Spencer $3,000, Mr. Bob McCaffrey $1,000, Mr. Lee Brand $500.
2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

Answer: I believe in competition and if given the freedom and chance to fairly compete; public employees can compete with any private company. Often times, public employees are not listened to by their management when they have ideas on how to improve things. The City has already begun the evaluation of potentially outsourcing services and it is critical that it be done objectively and fair to all involved and that those who might be affected by a change have a strong voice in the process. I will not take this issue lightly nor do I have any pre-determined preferences about what the outcome should be.

3. The Fresno Police Department is installing video surveillance cameras in Fresno.  There are plans to vastly expand the project, merge the cameras of local businesses into the system, and actively monitor the cameras from a central location.  Describe any civil liberties concerns you have about this development.
Answer: I am skeptical about the use of cameras anywhere. I am a supporter of privacy rights. Active monitoring is a thing of the past these days due to budget cuts. The people staffing the monitors have been laid off. It is unlikely the money will be in the budget to bring these people back as the resources are needed to fight crime on the streets.
4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Answer: I have reviewed the 10x10 plan online. I need more time to consider it. As part of the process I will fully investigate it in an effort to fully understand the program.
5. Fresno has a long history of urban sprawl.  Is there a limit to how far Fresno should expand its boundaries?  What steps should Fresno take to reduce our dependency on automobile use?
Answer: The free market is the check on urban sprawl. It has determined that sprawling growth is on hold for now. Builders will be ready to build and get the unemployed back to work once the economy improves, and when they do, it will include tract homes and lofts/mixed use housing. We have already seen some evidence of this downtown and the Fancher Creek development in the Southeast part of our city. I support having a robust and well operated FAX system to provide people an alternative to driving. I support the addition of high-speed rail system to our community.
6. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?
Answer: I support clean affordable power for all Californians. I support a power system that is environmentally friendly. I support ending our dependence on fossil fuels. I support bringing thousands of jobs to our community. 85% of power in France is nuclear. However there is a moratorium in place against such energy in our state and it is unlikely that will be overturned any time soon.
7. Police accountability is a concern of the progressive community.  We believe it is in the interest of the FPD and the community that there is trust and transparency in all police operations.  Why do you believe the Office of Independent Review will or will not work?
Answer: I agree trust and transparency in all police operations are key to having a police force that is admired and counted upon to help in serious situations. I believe Fresno has a police department that is second-to-none. The OIR is doing the job it was created to do; give a voice to people who have issues with the police department. I covered this issue extensively as a reporter. The time was right for the creation of such a position and it enjoyed the support of the police chief, the mayor and council. The OIR has been at work for such a short time, I believe we need to give the office more time to evaluate and see if it is indeed working as planned.
8. What are the three most important issues in your Council District?

Answer: As I walk precincts, most people are concerned about crime. We must work hard to make sure crime does not rule our lives. Public safety is a top priority. I will be very skeptical of any measure that will take police off the streets or firefighters out of their stations. People are also upset about the city throwing away millions of their tax dollars on schemes that never had a chance to make it. So another priority is open and honest government. I support the Better Business Act, which makes it difficult for the city to hand out money to risky private ventures. The recent issues with Granite Park and the Met museum are embarrassing and are costly to taxpayers. I will be a voice against such irresponsible schemes. Another important issue is jobs. With unemployment at 18.5%, I will also fight to get our people back to work.
9. Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Answer: If there is a public outcry for its return, I will be glad to get the information I need to re-consider the commission.
10. What do propose the City should do regarding our homeless population?
Answer: Another issue I covered as a reporter. I know several members of the homeless population by name. No other candidate can claim this. I believe the homeless should be dealt with compassionately by the city and by everyone, for that matter. I support the city's efforts to try and provide programs to get those who want to get off the streets jobs and homes. That being said, I also personally know homeless people who prefer to remain that way, because they told me so. I do not pretend to know what the solution is for them. It is an ongoing process.
11. Do you support or oppose the City’s Median Island Safety Ordinance and why?
Answer: I support it in the interest of safety. It was important that the city act when it did in an effort to save lives. A median is a very dangerous place to spend time. I have been to too many vehicle-versus-pedestrian accident scenes as a reporter.
12. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

Answer: I do not have a position on this issue as it cannot be affected by the Fresno City Council.
13.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Answer: I do not have a position on these issues as they cannot be affected by the Fresno City Council.
 14.  Do you support or oppose the City of Fresno’s current policy to ban medical marijuana dispensaries?  Why?
Answer: Compassion is the key here. I support getting medicine to the sick people who need it. I support the municipality following the law. Other cities are considering putting such dispensaries in industrial areas to keep them away from certain locations.  This is an issue that requires more study as the city moves forward.
15.  Do you support or oppose limits on financial contributions for City Council and Mayoral campaigns and why?  
Answer: My race is controlled by the limits on contributions and the time period in which we are allowed to raise money. I am not a politician, I am a newcomer. However if I were an incumbent, I would have begun this campaign with thousands of dollars already in my "war-chest." Clint Olivier the challenger would have been easily defeated by any incumbent. The current laws are set up to protect incumbents and are not progressive as they do not allow challengers a fair chance to get their messages out to the public.
16.  What concerns, if any, do have about the displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods by gentrification?
Answer: I believe the free-market should be trusted to determine what happens in neighborhoods in our city. I support the efforts of the Redevelopment agency to bring-back blighted areas. I do not support using eminent domain to displace anyone.
17.  Do you support or oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter and thereby not expand the number of City Council Districts in the near future?

Answer: I do not support any scheme that would create more government or add more politicians. I think the citizens are adequately represented by seven council members at this time.
18.  Do you think the federal military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has an adverse impact on the City’s ability to meet its financial needs?  If yes, what, if anything, should the City do about it?

Answer: I have opposed these foreign wars from the beginning. I am unable to make an economic connection between them and Fresno's budget problems. They will, however, contribute to the financial collapse of the federal government if budget issues at that level cannot be solved and quickly.
19.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Answer: I support all the labor movement has done for American workers. The list of accomplishments is very long and beneficial.
20.  If future City budget cuts are needed, what specific cuts would you propose and why?
Answer: I would like to see management positions at City Hall consolidated in an effort to save money. In the last round of layoffs, 130 community service officers were let go from the police department and no management positions were lost.
21.  What, if anything, can the City do to increase jobs in our community?

Answer: The unemployment rate is unacceptable and very troubling. It is more than 18% in Fresno County. My top priority is to work with other council members to bring this number down significantly. This can be done by removing the red tape that exists within the city government that discourages business owners from expanding or locating in Fresno. I aim to "blow up" existing regulations in the Planning and Development departments that are stonewalling growth. One business owner I spoke to wanted to use an existing building to open a small manufacturing concern in Fresno. The city told him it would be 12 months at least and told him about the many hoops he would have to jump through. So he took his business to the South Valley and opened it immediately. He hired 29 people. More jobs lost from Fresno. I will work to put a stop to this.

22.  What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?
Answer: Jail booking has already been consolidated with good results. I support the consolidation of other services such as dispatch and evidence.
23.  What are your concerns, if any, about the sectarian prayers used at the beginning of each City Council session?  Is this an issue of concern about the separation of church and state?

Answer: I think the city council can use all the help it can get. I support continuing the practice of having all faiths represented in the pre-meeting prayer in the council chambers. I believe in the separation of church and state as a great American tradition.
24. Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

Answer: As a TV news reporter for KMPH, I sat through countless city council meetings. I covered every major issue facing Fresno in the last four years. I investigated the city's business and the conduct of its officials. I met with the people in the community who were directly affected by what the council did. I became outraged at some of the things that happened at city hall. I formed opinions. But journalists don't get paid to have opinions, so I had to keep my beliefs to myself. I finally decided that I could do more to help solve Fresno's problems as a city councilman than I could as a reporter. The toolbox I will bring to city hall is that of a journalist who is able to ask tough questions of other council members as well as staff. I also already have good relationships with the people at city hall. That will enable me to build coalitions to get things done.
25. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?

Answer: My election would promote it by always giving your group, as well as any citizen, regardless of ideology an open door to my office. Inside you would find an elected representative with an open mind and an open heart. Dan, Mike, Camille, Howard or anyone is always welcome to call me or come by the office or meet for coffee to discuss issues that are important to CVPPAC. All groups and philosophies are welcome at the table as we work together to solve Fresno's problems.
Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the third week of April.
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