CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Fresno City Council

June 8, 2010 Election

Name
Daren Miller   Office City Council, District #5

Date April 1, 2010
Name of Campaign Committee Daren Miller 4 City Council 2010
Address 3869 E Huntington Blvd;  Fresno, 93702
E-mail vote4darenmiller@gmail.com Web Site www.vote4darenmiller.com
Phone 559-930-4909   Fax 559272-3270  

Campaign Manager:  The committee to elect Daren Miller
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Self- $2000, Don Plaster- $500, Bobby Sisk- $250, Greg Sears- $200
2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

I could support this process if all other alternatives have been exhausted and public satisfaction, safety and quality service is not sacrificed.  Additionally, any such plan would have to include period quality reviews and a definitive sunrise and sunset.  
3. The Fresno Police Department is installing video surveillance cameras in Fresno.  There are plans to vastly expand the project, merge the cameras of local businesses into the system, and actively monitor the cameras from a central location.  Describe any civil liberties concerns you have about this development.
This type of surveillance is required to be specific.  As such, I would not support it as a random practice for substituting positive policing.  Cameras, when utilized directly and affectively, can be an effective deterrent.
4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Affordable housing is needed in Fresno.  This plan attempts to address that need.  With that said, accountability and oversight has to be implemented.  This must include utilizing our local workforce and a conscience plan to disperse such housing across the city so concentrated pockets of such housing are not established.
5. Fresno has a long history of urban sprawl.  Is there a limit to how far Fresno should expand its boundaries?  What steps should Fresno take to reduce our dependency on automobile use?
All things have limitations.  All expansion must be part of and encompassed in a comprehensive plan for expanding the boundary limits of Fresno.
Fresno’s transportation resources and plan must be evaluated for effectiveness, efficiency and convenience.  Citizen user voices should be sought and listened to as part of the review.
6. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?
I do not know enough about Nuclear Power Plants to have anything more than an opinion.  However, I do know that Alternative energy sources have to be developed and sought, for the good of all mankind.
7. Police accountability is a concern of the progressive community.  We believe it is in the interest of the FPD and the community that there is trust and transparency in all police operations.  Why do you believe the Office of Independent Review will or will not work?
I could support Review Panels if the members of these panels were composed of citizens from there specific districts.  Each neighborhood across Fresno is different; as such I would not support a “One Panel fits all” type of approach.  Also, such panels should be used for all aspects of policing, not just when there is a crisis.
8. What are the three most important issues in your Council District?

#1) Making the needs of District 5 a priority in Fresno
#2) Modernizing and upgrading District 5 (streets, buildings, businesses, access ways, available shopping, etc.)

#3)  Develop and formalize communal voices within District 5
9. Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Not familiar with this practice, but will assume that it has to do with the review of hiring, firing and employee practices.  If this is correct, I could support this type of commission, given that it is to provide oversight and its members were from the all facets of the employee and managerial groups.  Specific rules and procedures for breathe and depth of the Commission responsibilities must be clearly defined.
10. What do propose the City should do regarding our homeless population?
There is no simple solution to the homeless situation.  The homeless are created from various methods; as such a multi-faceted approach will need to be implemented.  Start by building successes.  Some homeless issues can be solved through affordable housing and the creation of jobs.  Others issues with the homeless go much deeper, such as mental illness, other health concerns, a lack of trust with available systems, and others.  Ultimately, if the situation continues to be band-aided and ignored, it will grow exponentially, creating additional concerns and issues.
11. Do you support or oppose the City’s Median Island Safety Ordinance and why?
Public safety is a priority.  With that said, this Ordinance seems to be misguided.  There are some many other issues that need to be addressed; I’m not sure why the Council expended the energy to address this one in this manner.  
12. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

I believe that people should be able to choose their companion free of public scrutiny and criticism.  And, those relationships should be granted all of the protections and abilities of any other legal contract.
13.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Water is an issue that needs to be addressed.  Water is the life-blood that sustains valley life.  As such, all options need to be explored.  
14.  Do you support or oppose the City of Fresno’s current policy to ban medical marijuana dispensaries?  Why
Any such ventures must have the ultimate safe-guards in place.  Those that have a medicinal need to use marijuana must be granted access; however that process must be monitored, monitored, monitered.
15.  Do you support or oppose limits on financial contributions for City Council and Mayoral campaigns and why?  
I believe that a form of public financing should be explored in civic political races.  Council and Mayoral representatives should be selected on their capacity to serve and not their ability to raise money.
16.  What concerns, if any, do have about the displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods by gentrification?
It is an unacceptable practice.
17.  Do you support or oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter and thereby not expand the number of City Council Districts in the near future?

Everything should be done to build a fully representative system of local government.  If the population of Fresno dictates and desires additional representation, that option should be explored.
18.  Do you think the federal military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has an adverse impact on the City’s ability to meet its financial needs?  If yes, what, if anything, should the City do about it?

Yes.  Federal spending affects local government budgets.  Civic leaders have a responsibility to voice concerns publically.  Additionally, they also have a responsibility to creatively seek solutions so that local functionality is not stymied.
19.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Unions are in place to protect and represent the workforce.  As such they serve a necessary function in the workplace.
20.  If future City budget cuts are needed, what specific cuts would you propose and why?
At this particular time and crisis, all areas must be reviewed and evaluated for effectiveness and efficiency.  Priorities must be established and followed prior to any cuts being implemented.  Input from departments, civic leaders and the community must be sought as part of the decision making process.  This can only occur through a deliberate effort on the part of civic leadership.
21.  What, if anything, can the City do to increase jobs in our community?

Stress and establish employment procedure on City projects that encourages the employment of local workers.  Also, develop incentives and partnerships with local businesses to encourage the hiring of local employees.  Lastly, create long-term solutions to this problem, understanding that it has taken a longtime to get to where we are today.
22.  What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?

I am not familiar enough with the specific functions of these departments to speak to the issue.  But, I do know that these budgetary times are forcing the orchestrated consolidation of many services.  There is no reason to believe that these departments would be exempt form this consideration.
23.  What are your concerns, if any, about the sectarian prayers used at the beginning of each City Council session?  Is this an issue of concern about the separation of church and state?

It is not an issue for me.
24. Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

My 20 year career in education, has prepared me to be a servant of the people.  District 5 needs a servant, not a politician, to represent its interest.  For more years than I like to admit, District 5 has been represented by people who have served themselves and their constituents above the interest of the citizens of District 5.  Lastly, District 5 has been under-represented and marginalized.  I intend to change this through strong leadership and increased communal involvement.  
25. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?

I have lived by and supported elements of the CVPPAC mission both personally and professionally.  This will not change with my election to serve the citizens of District 5 and the city of Fresno.
Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the third week of April.
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