CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for 
OFFICE OF FRESNO COUNTY ASSESSOR-RECORDER
June 8, 2010 Election
Name:
 Carole Laval.   Office: Fresno County Assessor-Recorder.  Date 4-2-2010.
Name of Campaign Committee: Laval for Assessor-Recorder
Address: 1605 W. Celeste Av.  City: Fresno, CA.  Zip: 93711
E-mail: claval@comcast.net.  Web Site: carolelaval.com
Phone: 559-289-3989. Cell: 559-213-8463. Campaign Manager: Debilyn Molineaux.
Party Affiliation : Democrat.
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Susan B. Anderson ($1,000). Michael Durkin ($550), Barry Kondo ($500), Rich Bryant ($300).
2. What are your qualifications to serve as the Fresno County Assessor-Recorder?
Answer: I am a state certified real estate appraiser (the only state certified appraiser of the candidates for this position) and a licensed real estate broker. I served in the Assessor's office from 1973-1978. I performed commercial appraisals for the office, including the valuation of possessory interests. In the 32 years since leaving the Assessor's office, I have operated my own appraisal practice and am qualified as an expert witness in the Superior and Federal Courts. I hold 2 professional designations: the SRA designation from the Appraisal Institute and the CRP designation from the Employee Relocation Council. I have been a member of the Fresno Association of Realtors since 1978. In addition to operating my own small business, I have management experience from the community and professional groups of which I am a member (I currently serve on 5 boards).
3. What changes, if any, would you make to the operations of the Assessor’s office?
Answer: 
The office immediately needs open and fair leadership. That the staff is demoralized is a matter of public knowledge. I will immediately try to bring the office into compliance with state law regarding assessment practices (this is in reference to the March, 2010 SBOE report). I will convene a team made up of current and former employees and outside consultants to recommend and implement technological and work flow changes. I will implement new procedures to provide good public service.
4. What changes, if any, would you make on how residential and commercial properties are assessed? 
Answer: Properties needs to be assessed accurately and in accordance with state law. I will undertake an immediate review of assessments of new commercial construction and taxable government-owned properties, since these are the particular categories cited as deficient in the SBOE audit.
5. Are there County records not currently made public, but you believe should be?
Answer: At this point no. All records that should be made public are public and those that should remain private are private. As state and federal laws changes the office will remain in compliance.
6. What is your view on the role of government in our society?
Answer: To provide services we cannot provide individually and services that promote the welfare of the community (universal public education is an example). 
7. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?
Answer: By making sure that all assessments are fair and accurate no resident pays more than they should. By having accurate assessments, the county receives the revenue it should to fund the services it provides such as schools and public safety. 
Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions by the fourth week of April.
