CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for 
OFFICE OF FRESNO COUNTY ASSESSOR-RECORDER
June 8, 2010 Election
Name
Peter Filippi          Office  Assessor/Recorder             Date 4/1/2010
Name of Campaign Committee            Peter Filippi for Assessor
Address         PO  Box  572  Sanger, Ca. 93657
E-mail      peterfilippi@gmail.com       Web Site   peterfilippi.com
Phone  875-3823    Cell    246-2250   Campaign Manager   Cindy Filippi
Party Affiliation   Republican
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Lorrie Gonsalves-$1583.00, Geraldine Filippi-$1560.00, James Karle-$1150.00, John Avila-$1000.

2. What are your qualifications to serve as the Fresno County Assessor-Recorder?
Answer: 
· Currently Work in the Assessor’s Office Assessing thousands of properties. 

· I am uniquely qualified for this job.  

· Reedley College  business Administration degree 

· Fresno Pacific University  Management degree 

·  I have all the current licenses and certifications required for the position.  

· Owned and operated Sports Academy, Inc for 18 years

· Awarded California Business of the year

· Fresno State Souvenir concessions-football, basketball and baseball vendor.

· Founder and current President of the Foundation for Sanger Schools.

· Fresno County Trustee’s Association Board Member and past President.

· Sanger Unified School District Trustee since 1998

· Citizen of the year in 2000.

· Extensive experience owning and assessing real estate, commercial, Agricultural and residential.

· I am known for my business experience and customer service.

· I have been on both sides of the counter in the Assessor’s Office.

3. What changes, if any, would you make to the operations of the Assessor’s office?
Answer: 
· Eliminate taxpayers having to file a decline-in-value application by pro-actively lowering assessments.

· Modernize the technology, Phone system, files, Computer programs and systems

· Return every call efficiently.

· Reduce or eliminate burdensome unnecessary reporting forms.

· Roll out a welcome mat for the public.

· Improved training of staff in customer service and courtesy.

4. What changes, if any, would you make on how residential and commercial properties are assessed? 
Under Current California constitutional Propositions and laws, properties must be assessed at established base year values + CPI, or current market value, whichever is lowest.  Unless the voters approve a split roll or some other changes in the laws, we have no choice but to follow the laws. I would work to make the process more timely and taxpayer friendly.

Answer:

5. Are there County records not currently made public, but you believe should be?
Answer: 
 Everything that is recorded is public knowledge.  I would make every effort to make access easier for the public.  Many of the personal property and real property records are protected by confidentiality laws.  Again, any information that is legal to give to the public could be made easier to get.  All information on the department budget is public and should be easy for the public to see.

6. What is your view on the role of government in our society?
Answer: 
· Establish and maintain justice.

· Promote the general welfare.

· Defend against  all enemies, from without and within

· Preserve liberty and freedom.

· Protect the constitutional rights of its citizens.

7. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?
Answer:
· Everyone who comes in contact with the Assessors office will be treated with the dignity, respect and honor they deserve.

· Everyone will be heard.

· Easy access and calls will be returned.

· Fair and accurate assessments and on time.

· Records open and easy for the public to get the information

· All employees treated with respect and listened to for ideas on improvements.

· Encourage innovative ideas on reduction of travel (ie: work from home with laptop computers) to reduce air pollution and traffic.

Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions by the fourth week of April.
