CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Fresno City Council

June 8, 2010 Election

Name
_Louise Bauer Davoli_Office: Fresno City Council District 5 Date 04.02.10

Name of Campaign Committee BauerDavoli4CityCouncil2010 FPPC # 1319913_

Address _3211 E. Huntington Blvd. City _Fresno, CA___ Zip __93702__

E-mail louisebauer@comcast.net____ Web Site www.louise4citycouncil.net_______

Phone 559.285.6452 Fax  559.264.2052_Campaign Manager _Kevin Hall_

1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Dio Stefanopoulos $1,000; Melinda Naranjo $600; Virginia Rondero Hernandez $500; Fran Mosgrove. 

2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

Answer:  No. I have yet to see any evidence that such privatization has resulted in improved services or long-term economic benefit to taxpayers. Instead, I’ve only seen the opposite.

3. The Fresno Police Department is installing video surveillance cameras in Fresno.  There are plans to vastly expand the project, merge the cameras of local businesses into the system, and actively monitor the cameras from a central location.  Describe any civil liberties concerns you have about this development.
Answer:  At this point I do not have sufficient information or background to adequately address this issue.  I need to do research on this topic and explore the implications on civil liberties.
4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Answer:  Support
5. Fresno has a long history of urban sprawl.  Is there a limit to how far Fresno should expand its boundaries?  What steps should Fresno take to reduce our dependency on automobile use?
Answer:  Yes.  Developing a regional approach to land use and planning is essential to addressing our dependency on the automobile as well as addressing air quality and quality of life issues in the Valley.  In order to reduce our dependency on automobile use the region needs to collaborate and develop a comprehensive and coordinated approach to land use, development, and transportation.  For example, requiring the County Board of Supervisors and the Fresno City Council to meet jointly discuss common issues and come to consensus in how to address these issues together would be one place to start.  The current development laws were designed with suburban growth in mind and then applied to the whole city.  Updating and shifting from the current development laws and implementing zoning that supports revitalizing older urban areas that maintain the walkable aspects of these unique neighborhoods requires very different laws.

Supporting the Fulton Corridor Specific Plan and the Downtown Neighborhood Plan are steps in the right direction to reduce our dependency on automobiles.  These plans are a necessity if we are serious about curbing urban sprawl and decreasing our reliance on automobiles.  Establishing a plan and then developing zoning that is consistent with the plan can help improve air quality, public health through walkable neighborhoods and a sense of community. 

6. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?
Answer:  Oppose.  There is no safe, acceptable, or adequate approach to dispose of nuclear waste.

7. Police accountability is a concern of the progressive community.  We believe it is in the interest of the FPD and the community that there is trust and transparency in all police operations.  Why do you believe the Office of Independent Review will or will not work?

Answer: Honestly, there isn’t enough evidence to support a will or will not work answer.  Depending on our individual perspectives, our ideas of what success looks like and the job description and scope of work/responsibilities for the position of independent police auditor will impact how we view what works.  Any effort the city can make to improve the police department relationship with the public and accountability has tremendous impact to improve the public perceptions.  

8. What are the three most important issues in your Council District?

Answer:  Over 1,500 residents have identified police presence; graffiti abatement; safe neighborhoods; transportation; and more retail as important issues in District 5.

9. Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Answer: Yes.

10. What do propose the City should do regarding our homeless population?
Answer: Confronting homelessness in Fresno is one of the major challenges our city faces in the next several years.

Homelessness is a symptom of other complicated processes.  As a social worker and resident of this city, I am concerned by the ongoing impact that persistent homelessness has on families, individuals, neighborhoods, and businesses in Fresno.

Recent research demonstrates that most homeless people move out of homelessness with minimal assistance.  There are federal programs helping with this portion of the homeless population Neighborhood Stabilization Program and Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program.  These are federal funds some of which are stimulus monies coming directly into the City of Fresno to impact our blighted communities.  

However, there is still 10 percent of the homeless population who experience chronic homelessness individuals with persistent mental illness, active addictions and physical disabilities.  Chronic homelessness is the result of lack of comprehensive veterans services, lack of support for people with persistent mental illness, and folks struggling with addictions.  

Taking care of the chronic homeless who frequently live in the streets or encampments is a public health issue.  They need access to clean water, toilets and transitional housing to live in while waiting for permanent housing.  The city can play the role of facilitator and connect these individuals with the existing services and support the efforts of community based organizations nonprofit organizations and the faith community who can provide the bridge from a transitional situation to a permanent living arrangement.
11. Do you support or oppose the City’s Median Island Safety Ordinance and why?

Answer:  Support, it is dangerous to the individuals standing in the medians and a poses a driving hazard and distraction to motorist.
12. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

Answer: I fully support the restoration of marriage equity in California. The mission of the social work profession is rooted in a set of core values.  As a trained social worker, I embrace those values and have an ethical responsibility to promote social justice and social change.  Marriage equity is a social justice issue.  Denying access to marriage for some individuals in our society is discrimination.  
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13.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Answer:  Let me begin by addressing my overall opposition to ballot measures on principle alone.  The pervasive use of ballot measures in our state undermines representative government, creates incoherent governance and public policy, wrestles the reigns of authority from the hands of elected officials and makes it nearly impossible for voters to hold our elected officials accountable for outcomes.

The water issue is a political football that gets kicked around from local, state, and federal government and back again.

Based on the information presented in the Tulare Lake Restoration Proposal, I would support the concept.
14.  Do you support or oppose the City of Fresno’s current policy to ban medical marijuana dispensaries?  Why
Answer:  The voters in the State of California have spoken on this issue and they support the sale of medical marijuana.
15.  Do you support or oppose limits on financial contributions for City Council and Mayoral campaigns and why?  
Answer: Across the board, I would support limits on campaign spending.   

16.  What concerns, if any, do have about the displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods by gentrification?

Answer:  Of course I have concerns about displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods.
17.  Do you support or oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter and thereby not expand the number of City Council Districts in the near future?

Answer:  I oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter.  Deleting section 1504 undermines the principles of representative government. 
18.  Do you think the federal military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has an adverse impact on the City’s ability to meet its financial needs?  If yes, what, if anything, should the City do about it?

Answer: Military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has undermined the financial security and financial future throughout the country.

19.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Answer:  Benefit, organized labor has provided an opportunity for a middle class in our country.  Organized labor has also provided opportunities for a higher standard of living through decent wages, benefits and safe working environments.  

20.  If future City budget cuts are needed, what specific cuts would you propose and why?

Answer:  At some point budget cuts become counterproductive to the overall viability of a community and it’s economic future.  Holding conversations about generating additional revenues may need to be a priority.
21.  What, if anything, can the City do to increase jobs in our community?

Answer:  The city can provide incentives for current business owners as well as provide incentives for new small businesses and entrepreneurs to set up shop.  For example, providing incentives for existing businesses to relocate in a blighted community or near a transportation hub could potentially have positive implications on the quality of life in the community as well as increasing jobs.  Encouraging the development of jobs associated with green technology and smart growth are options for creasing more jobs in the community.
22.  What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?  More information is needed before a decision is finalized regarding consolidation of services.  Consolidation has the potential to enhance the level of service while providing an economic benefit to the community.  

23.  What are your concerns, if any, about the sectarian prayers used at the beginning of each City Council session?  Is this an issue of concern about the separation of church and state?

Answer:  As long as there is freedom to practice all types of prayer and that there is fairness and balance with the variety of prayer, I do not object to allowing a few moments of meditation and reflection before each council session. 
24. Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

Answer: I will bring new leadership, integrity and an independent voice to the city council.  Safe neighborhoods, good jobs and open government – those will be my top priorities as a councilmember – and I have the experience and skills needed to get the job done.

     I’m a small business owner who knows firsthand the importance of attracting and retaining good employers and employees; an educator at Fresno State committed to providing our students with the best possible education, and a volunteer focused on improving our city as a member of the Housing and Community Development Commission and who has helped turn young lives around through gang prevention programs at the Juvenile Justice Campus.

      We can have a better future, and we know what it will take: new leadership, independent thinking and direct action consistent with the vision for Fresno.

25. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?

Answer:  I am a professionally educated and trained social worker.  I abide by and adhere to the profession’s values and core principles.  These core values and principles are consistent with the mission of the CVPPAC.   

Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the third week of April.
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