CENTRAL VALLEY PROGRESSIVE PAC

Candidate Questionnaire for Fresno City Council

June 8, 2010 Election

Name
Oliver Baines   Office Fresno City Council District 3   Date 04/01/2010
Name of Campaign Committee Oliver Baines for Fresno City Council 2010
Address  1055 N Van Ness #G City Fresno Zip 93728
E-mail voteforbaines@oliverbaines.com Web Site oliverbaines.com
Phone 441-1384 Fax 486-3216 Campaign Manager Fernando Tafoya, Policy Solutions
1. Please list the name and dollar amount of your four largest financial contributors.

Answer: Fresno Police Officers Association, $6,000
2. Would you support privatizing public services, if there is a cost savings to the City?

Answer: In general I do not support privatization, a decision to privatize has to be made with more than dollar savings to the City being at the core of the argument. I would not in favor of any privatization effort that caused employees to lose jobs and benefits, even if there was a savings to the City. 
3. The Fresno Police Department is installing video surveillance cameras in Fresno.  There are plans to vastly expand the project, merge the cameras of local businesses into the system, and actively monitor the cameras from a central location.  Describe any civil liberties concerns you have about this development.
Answer: If the cameras had the capability to monitor “private” activities (without a warrant) I would see this as a concern regarding the 4th Amendment.
4. Do you support the proposed 10 X 10 Housing Plan?

Answer: Yes, as long as the housing was not concentrated in one area.
5. Fresno has a long history of urban sprawl.  Is there a limit to how far Fresno should expand its boundaries?  What steps should Fresno take to reduce our dependency on automobile use? 
Answer: Yes I agree that there is a limit to how Far Fresno should expand. To date our City has done a poor job of controlling urban sprawl. If I am elected I will support policy measures that prevent urban sprawl. Fresno should create better public transit systems, such as electric cars, and better bike paths.
6. Do you support or oppose efforts to build a nuclear power plant in the Central Valley and why?
Answer: Currently I am opposed to a nuclear power plant in my area. I need more information regarding the safety(or not) of nuclear power plants within close proximity of city limits.
7. Police accountability is a concern of the progressive community.  We believe it is in the interest of the FPD and the community that there is trust and transparency in all police operations.  Why do you believe the Office of Independent Review will or will not work?
Answer: I’m not sure if it will work at this point. We will have to examine how the Office of Independent Review handles cases. I am concerned because it seems as though the Office actually has little authority, which questions the need for the office at all. 
8. What are the three most important issues in your Council District?

Answer: 1. Infrastructure improvement


   2. Job creation



   3. Transparency and communication with District residents.

9. Do you support re-establishment of an independent Human Relations Commission?

Answer: Yes
10. What do propose the City should do regarding our homeless population?
Answer: I am in support of the “Housing First” approach
11. Do you support or oppose the City’s Median Island Safety Ordinance and why?
Answer: I am support of that policy. The policy was implemented due to the increase of individuals soliciting money from medians. I personally think over the past several months the city has become “saturated” with those circumstances and our city leaders  needed to address the issue. However, as a companion issue our city leaders also need to address the societal influences that create the condition for people to “beg” for money on medians.
12. Do you support or oppose restoration of marriage equality in California and why? 

Answer: I am support of marriage equality. I believe that to deny citizens of this country the right to marry is a violation of their civil rights.
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13.  Do you support or oppose the $11 billion water bond ballot measure and why?  What about the proposal to use the Tulare Lake Basin for above ground water storage?
Answer: I need more information regarding the water bond. Although I know some of what the legislation proposes, I am not convinced the state can handle the debt that may accompany the bond measure. I am open to the Tulare Lake Basin as an option for above ground water storage.
14.  Do you support or oppose the City of Fresno’s current policy to ban medical marijuana dispensaries?  Why
Answer: I am in support of the ban on medical marijuana dispensaries. At this point medical marijuana dispensaries are illegal in this City and Federal regulations prohibit them as well. Further, medical marijuana dispensaries assist drug dealers in their operations because of the ease at which an individual can obtain a medicinal marijuana card.
15.  Do you support or oppose limits on financial contributions for City Council and Mayoral campaigns and why?  
Answer: I support limits on campaign contributions. I would be in favor of public financing.
16.  What concerns, if any, do have about the displacement of residents in low-income neighborhoods by gentrification?
Answer: I have great concerns about this issue. I think this city, as other cities have helped create situations where low-income people seem to reside in certain areas, and are not given the same free range living opportunities as their middle income counter-parts. I would support/create policy measure to curb/end that practice.
17.  Do you support or oppose the proposal to delete section 1504 from the City Charter and thereby not expand the number of City Council Districts in the near future?

Answer: I oppose that measure
18.  Do you think the federal military spending in Iraq and Afghanistan has an adverse impact on the City’s ability to meet its financial needs?  If yes, what, if anything, should the City do about it?

Answer: Yes in a round about way I do believe the 2 wars our country is engaged in impacts our cities financial situation. I am not sure at this point what our city would need to do that would directly impact the war efforts, however I know that our City needs to increase revenue overall, as well as making strategic cuts within it’s government structure.
19.  Do you consider unions a benefit or detriment in the work force?

Answer: They are a benefit
20.  If future City budget cuts are needed, what specific cuts would you propose and why?
Answer: I would propose cutting first from our mid and upper management positions. I am against any employee lay offs that occur at the bottom of our job hierarchy first. My approach would start by making cuts that caused the least impact to our ability to serve our citizens, and I believe these cuts should be made at the top, not at the bottom. I also believe we should consider merging those City/County services that would allow both the City and County to save money where services overlap.
21.  What, if anything, can the City do to increase jobs in our community?

Answer: With respect to Council District 3 specifically, we need to improve the infrastructure so the area is attractive to prospective business owners. As we do this, we should also ensure that our policies are easier to navigate for prospective business owners, thereby encouraging them to do business in this city, instead of creating situations that hinder their opportunity.
22.  What operations and services provided by the Fresno Police and Fresno County Sheriff do you support consolidating, if any?  I believe we can consolidate prisoner booking, some of our dispatch services, and policing county islands within city limits.
23.  What are your concerns, if any, about the sectarian prayers used at the beginning of each City Council session?  Is this an issue of concern about the separation of church and state?

Answer: My concerns regarding prayers at the beginning of City Council meetings would be ensuring that the prayers were done in a manner that was faith neutral. I think as long as the prayers are neutral then an issue regarding the separation of church and State does not exist.
24. Why to you feel you are the best candidate for this office?

Answer: I am the best candidate for this office because I have the most well-rounded view and perspective on life due to the many “hats” I wear. When I say “hats”, I am referring to the fact that every day I am a husband, father, employee, employer, business owner, and community volunteer. I am certain that this perspective allows me to relate to a variety of people, situations, and circumstances. The perspective I have is vital for the person who is going to represent the most diverse area of the city. Although the other candidates in the race are well qualified, I believe the diversity of life I have as a person sets me apart, and makes me the best.
25. How would your election promote the Mission Statement of the CVPPAC?

Answer: As I read and understand your Mission Statement, I realize that the core values you highlight in your mission statement are core values that I as an individual posses already. The idea of me advocating for those issues from my position as an elected official is natural. So, in all honesty, I already live my life promoting the values highlighted in the Mission Statement, and that would not change when I am elected.
I would like to thank you for the opportunity to be apart of your endorsement process, and I look forward to working with, and learning from this organization during the rest of my candidacy, and as an elected official.

Thank you for taking the time to complete our candidate questionnaire and for participating in the Central Valley Progressive PAC endorsement process.  Please e-mail your completed questionnaire with the questions and your answers in Word format to info@cvppac.org no later than 6:00 PM on Friday, April 2, 2010.  All participating candidates will be notified of the CVPPAC’s endorsement decisions the third week of April.
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